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21 Dolch Sight Word Activities

Ten Dolch Words A Week (Activity #1)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level/Time of Year
Al ntroduction to Dol ch Wor dssadelevel: 1
Subject: Reading Time of Year: Weekly

This lesson may be used in kindergarten through grade 3 after appropriate modifications
are made for the maturity of the students. For example, in kindergarten, you may want to
introduce only tw words at a time.

Materials Needed

10-30 by 50 cards for each child and a few e:
Rubber bands.

A pencil and crayons for each child.

A piece of large chart paper g board

A black felt pen.

10 pi eces taghdoarddrdighbcglored 2odistruction paper

A pointer or yardstick

Tape

Goal Statement
The children will learn to read 10 out of 10 Dolch words (chosen by the teacher) each
week.

The children are not expected to learn to spell the Dolch words, altihoarghwill learn
to as you do the activities.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills

Before the new lesson begins, the teacher briefly reviews any concepts or skills
previously learned that will be needed in the new lesson. For example, beginning and
ending sounds of words, previously learned sight words, etc.

Prior Preparation
The teacher will need to prepare the following prior to the lesson:

T Di vi de t haedsiBt@setb of 10500e set per chiltb not rubbeiband
them yet or the children will play with the rubber bands all through the lesson.

1 Choose 10 Dolch words to focus on for the week. Choose words from your
reading series that are being introdyeedvords that go along with the spelling
list for the weekor words that are commonly used at your grade level. For this
sample lesson, | chose 10 Dolch words that have the sound ofi.ldrgs sound
is introduced about half way through first graddthough the Dolch words are
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considered Asighto words (i.e.; not easil
memorization), it does not hurt to point out the regular sounds in them. The 10

words for this | esson arThesearelliveke, ride, f
tadpoles. o), white, find, kind, light, an

1 On each of the 10 pieces 8f0 b yag Hoardr light colored construction
paper, write one of the 10 Dolch words for the week indal@vercase letters,
using ablack felt pen.

Anticipatory Set
Inform the students early in the week that they will be learttimgad 10 new sight
words. | usually offer a colorful sticker each week to each student who learns all 10.

Instruction
Begin the lesson by passing out the sets of 10 candsset to each student. Have the
students get out a pencil and their crayons.

Hol d up one of the we e ktdgdboastard. iTapeiwtotheds on t he
chalkboard. Ask the students to find any sounds they know in the word. Ask if anyone

knows the word. Tell the students the word. Use it in several sentences. Ask some

students if they can use the word in a sentence. If the word has unusual sounds, explain

them, such as: thght in light and right is silent; the e at the end of likée, white,

five, nine, and live causesthe i tobealong i instead of ashort i.

Tell the students to use their pencils to wr
you write it on the board. Spell it as you go. Help the studkatg a simple picture of
the word, if possible. Look at and read the word several times, all together.

Tell the students to turn the card over and write the word three more times in their
favorite colors, using their crayons.

Do this for each word ithe set of 10.

Give students a rubber band to hold the cards together and have them place them in their
desks or in a basket. (Have them write their names on a card or two for identification.)

Post the 10 large worchrds in the classroom.

Guided Practice

This is the section in which the teacher and the students demonstrate (i.e.; practice) the
skill. This section is often skipped, which is a serious mistake on the part of the teacher.
It is at this point that children really learn the skill and #acher has an opportunity to
observe them, correct mistakes, angxplain and ralemonstrate the information to be
learned. Guided practice may take place in one session or many.
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Each day, have the students get out their set of cards and lay themtloeit alesks.

The teacher B8nddy,so ainSdh otwhemestoudent s find t he
of their chins. (You do not want them to wave the cards in the air; you want to be able to

see them clearly so you know who recognized the wordwvénaddd not.) Do this so that

they must recognize each wadouple of times.

Create a class story with the words. Using the large chart pajaey looardthe teacher
writes the story as the children use the Dolcnds to create it. For exampleetteacher
writes as sheays,

Al |l i ke toé. .o Then she chooses a child to
Il i ke to ride. o The teacher writes that and
asks if anyone can putaword thatmalkesiss e i n the bl ank. A chiloc
a white bike. o Thwhitebeachddsti Rl swihltherwor
the corner. o Arighthi | Théitéeachertwei wesd fAl c

way. O A ¢ hnorbfohd. f 1 ITIhse itre atcther writes, AA bi ke
transportation. o kihdh child fills in the word

Read the story together.

Ask if anyone can spot another word that s tong i sound (ke). Ask if anyone
knows what nidt rnaenasnpso.r t at i o

Post the story in the classroom. The children should read the story together every day, as
the teacher uses the pointer to point to the words.

Independent Practice

|l ndependent practice is done by otohate st udent
home. Work done independently should always be checked, either in a group or by the
teacher. Mistakes made should be noted and addressed in subsequent lessons. If it

becomes obvious the children did not learn the concept/skill, it shoulet®egiat and

more guided practice should take place.

Independent practice might include: fill in the blank dittos, word searches, taking the
flash cards home to practice with, etc. Make a ditthv@fclass story, replacing some
Dolch wordswith blanks Fint the 10 Doth words at the top of the dittd'he children
must fill the blanks with the correct words.

Closure
Closure occurs at the end of the lesson. For closure, have the students read their 10
words to a partner.

Review

Review occurs in subsequent lessons and routinely on a weekly and monthly basis so that
students do not forget what they have learned. Homework often focuses on reviewing
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prior learning. Tests also are a form of review. Games and fun activities caad®u
review as well.

Prior to recess or lunch, point to edablch word posted in the room and have the class
read them aloud.

Create a Word Wall with all the words the class has learned throughout the year. You
can use the wall for many activitiesreview the words.

Alphabetizing Dolch Words (Activity #2)

LessonTitle/Subject/Grade Level
Alphabetizing Dolch Words Reading
Grades 2 and 3

Materials Needed
T 30 by 50 cards for each child (enough to
each card) or a ditto with the weekly Dolch words printed in squares that can be
cut out
a pencil or scissors for each child
a rubber band for each child
| arge tag signs (90 by 120) with one of t
one black felt pen
tape

= =4 =4 -8 -9

Goal Statement

At the conclusion of the lesson, the second/third graders will be able to put the weekly
Dolch words in alphabetical order, to the second letter.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard foonsadhe lesson.

Prior Preparation
The teacher will need to prepare the following prior to the lesson:

1 Post the alphabet in the room.

T Divide the 30 by 50 cards into sets of 10
them yet or the children will playith the rubber bands all through the les<on.
prepare a ditto with each of thé weekly Dolch words printed g squarehat
can be cut out by the children.

1 Choose 10 Dolch words to focus on for the week. Choose words from your
reading series that@being ntroducedwords that go along with the spelling list
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for the weekor words that are commonly used at your grade level. For this
sample lesson, | chose 10 words from €29 r a d e Unid, becausefi a r o
would, green, bringbuy, cold, made by, sl eep. 0

T On each of t he 1aboardvete ane of thef 10 Doich vimogds 1 2 0
for the week in large, lowercase letters, using the black felt pen.

Review Previous Skills

Before the new lesson begins, the teathiefly reviews anyskills previously learned
that will be needed in the new lessdfor example, in this lesson, review how to
alphabetize by the first letter of a word.

Anticipatory Set
Capture the studentso interest by telling th
alphabetizing lesson.

Instruction

Tape the 10 weekly Dolch wordsritten on thetagboardsigns to the chalkboard

mixing them up so they are not in ABC ordé&ixplain that the students are goinchip

you alphabetize them. Underline the first letter of each word with the felt pen. Ask the
students which word will come firs{The words are: around, because, would, green, by,

buy, cold, made, bring, slegp Someone wi || ciihaor cosuen dfida ract u nt dh. ed
|l eft of the chal kboard. Then ask the studen
word is named, tape it beside fAaround. 0 An
name the fAbo words. As t htelye nfaimes t higmo wodrad
you taped to the board. Then, tell the chil

Continue placing the rest of the words in ABC order, taping them across the board (i.e.;
cold, green, made, sleep, would).

Point to each wordnd have the children read them all together.

Then, point to the fAibo words and say, #AHmMmM.
students if anyone can figure out how to make sure they are in order. Help them

determine that they must look at the®t letter in each word. Underline the second

letter in each word.

Then, help the students place the Abo words
letter of exch, (i.e.; because, bring, huy). Tell them that now all the words are
correctlyplaced in alphabetical order

Guided Practice

Pass out the sets of 10 cards or the dittoes. If using the cards, have the students write one
of the weekly Dolch words on each card and mix them up. If using the ditto, have the
students cut out the cardsdamix them up.Have the students read the words to a

partner. While they do this, remove tiag boardsigns from the board.
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Then, have the students spread their cards out on their desks. Take them through the
same alphabetizing exercise you did\aho

Then, have them mix the cards up again and do the exercise by themselves, while you
walk through the room checking for understanding.

On another day, have the children alphabetize the words again, but add thé Wwobdg
fiblack 0 andiistopo to the ativity. Check for understanding with the class.

Independent Practice
Send the words home so the claldican show their parents how they afphabetize.
Add an alphabetizing exercise to be done as homework.

Closure
For closure, have a student explaihat to do wheone isalphabetizingbut several
words start with the same letter.

Review
Reviewshould take place weekly and monthly, using different Dolch words.

Dolch Silly Sentences (Activity #3)

LessonTitle/Subject/Grade Level
Dolch Silly Sentences Reading
Grades 1, 2, and 3

Materials Needed
1 A ditto for each child listing the Dolch sight words to be used in the lesson,
including some of the 95 Dolch nouns.
1 A piece of writing paper and pencil for each child.

Goal Statement

At the conclusion of the lesson, the second (or first or third) graders will be able to create
a simple sentence from Dolch words and will practice reading Dolch words by reading
their sentences and sentences created by a partner.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills

Before the new lesson begins, the teathiefly reviews any concepts or skills
previously learned that will be needed in the new less@n.examplea £ntence has a
subject (i.e.; a noun) and a verb (i.e.; an action word).
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Anticipatory Set
Explain to the children that they are going to create sentences using sight words. Tell
them that the sentences may be as silly as they want them to be.

Instruction

Hand out the dittoes, one to each student, with the Dolch wortlsem. The words may
beDolch words targeted for your grade level or Dolch words they have already learned.
Read the words in unison.

On the chalkboard, demonstrate how to create arssnt®y choosing a noun and a verb,
then choosing other Dolch words to finish a

Acarry. o AMy brother can carry seven bread
sometimes the action words will need to be changetieg fior example, they could use

the words fAcarrieso or fAcarried. o Al so expl
show that there are more than one, for examp

Have several children choose words to create asgliyence, as you write it on the
board.

Guided Practice
Hand out thewvriting paper and have each child ggbencil.

Choose students to pick Dolch words to make a silly sentence. As you write the
sentences on the board, the students write them orppers. Read each sentence
when it is finished.

Do this about five times or more if they are struggling.

Independent Practice

Tell the students to write two or three silly sentences on their papers whitzyise the
room and helpif needed.

Tell thestudens to read all the sentences on thaim paper.

Closure
Tell the students to trade their papers with

Review

Reviewroutindy with different Dolch words.
For homework, assign the students to wte to five sentences using Dolch words.

Dolch Number Booklet (Activity #4)

LessonTitle/Subject/Grade Level
Dolch Number Booklet Reading
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Grade 1

Materials Needed
f White, 8 10 by 110 paper (construction, n
pieces will be adequate for each student. Cut the pieces in ¥z lengthwise so they
measure 106 IFpl 4 the pieces inhalf, so t
when folded. Staple 3 of these strips together (on the fold) to make a booklet of
12 pages for each child.

1 A pencil and crayons for each student

Goal Statement
The children willbe introduced toeading number words 1 thrgh 10 and will use them
to write simple setences

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Review any of the number words from one through 10 that have been previously
introduced.

Anticipatory Set
Tell thestudents that they will be making a booklet of number words to take home.

Instruction
Hand out the paper booklets and have the students get their pencils and crayons ready.

Make sure everyone has the paper booklet in front of them, opening in the correc
direction.

Tell the students the first page is the book cover. Using the chalkboard, show them how
to write @AMy Nufnrboenrt .Bo otkadv eo nt htehnre_ wor i t e fAby

chil dbés name
underneath the title.
Tell the students to open the book and on th
how to draw and color@p on the page. Read the page together. Have them underline
the word fAone. o (You should do everything o

On the back of that page, have the students
eyes. 0 mdiavara caohtwo eyes. Read the page together and underline the
word fAtwo. 0O

Continue in this manner, using the fronts and backs of all pages until you reach the
number 10. Use these Dolch word sentences
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| eat three apples. o
The houserma® four d
|l saw five green hil
Mom | i kes six flower
The funny dog has s
Father made eight e
Nine red boats go f
Ten trees |l ook pret

o33 3 N3N NN

Guided Practice

Read the book together.

Ask the students to find various pages and poitihe number words.

Ask the students to use the words in the book to make up a sentence on their own that
uses a number word. Tell them to write it on the last page of the booklet and draw a
picture of it.

Independent Practice
On another day, have tlseudents write several sentences using number words, nouns,
and verbs from a chart or your word wall.

Closure
Have the students read their boogleta partneand take them home to read to their
parents

Review
Make a set of number word flash cardsdarick reviews.
Make a large booklet like the ones the students made and put it in your class library.

Compound Words (Activity #5)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Compound Words Reading
Grades 2 and 3

Materials Needed

T On 8 0 téagypoadlpriat the following Dolch words using a black felt pen:
snow, top, birth, box, day, bread, tree, ball.
Tape
A list of Dolch words that can be used to make compound words: bird, house,
birth, day, snow, top, box, bread, hot, tree, back, ball, friend,ddydog, doll,
some, him, farm, fire, game, hill, her, horse, self, ground, man, nest, school, your,
thing, one, where, play, light, work, my.
9 Printing paper for each child
1 A pencil for each child

T
T
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Goal Statement
Students will use Dolch sight wordsdoeate compound words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Review reading basic Dolch words.

Anticipatory Set

The teacher shoul dsoseaiyes twd \Rordd carybe comkimesdtoy t h a't
make a completely different word? Today we
Instruction

snow, top, birth, box, day, bread, tree, ball

Tape the eight words on the tag charts to the chalkboard randomly. Takerdthe

Abirtho and move it to the | eft side of the

can be combined with fidayo to make a new wor
Abirth. o Underneath the two wor damthatpri nt t h
the day a person is born, called a birth, is their birthday. Ask someone to use the word in

a sentence.

Ask if anyone can choose a word to figo withd
Someone will come up wit hrand friatthé newwordMove t he
underneath. Ask someone to use it in a sentence.

Continue on in this manner until all the words are matched: treetop, breadbox.
Read all the words together.

Explain that these are called compound words because to makewloewnrds are
compounded, that is, put together to make a new word.

Also explain that to make a compound word, there must be two complete words. A word
such as Alightlyo is not a compound word bec

Guided Practice

Next, hand outhe printing paper, pencils, and the list of Dolch words. Ask the students
if anyone can use two of the words to make a compound wisdhe students come up
with compoundwvords, print them on the board as they print them on their papers. Tell
them itis fine to use a word more than ortoemake a different compound wor&ee

how many they can create and then read them all together.
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Independent Practice
For homework, send home a list of words that can be matched to make compound words.

Closure

Ask the students if they can think of any more words that are compound words, even if

the words are not on their Dolch [Iist. I f n
on it.o (Freeway) Or , i We c arphoge) Ot wi t h wus
APeople throw a ball into a basket when they
Review

As you teach reading and spelling, have students find anp@end words in the text or
createthem from spelling words.

Create a matching words game for your classroo Print words on 30 by
can be matched to make compound words. Store the game in a manila envelope or small
box.

Rainbow Writing with Dolch Words (Activity #6)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Rainbow Writing with Dolch Words Readng
Grades K, 1, and 2

Materials Needed
T on8¥ by 1106 paper, print three Dolch wor o
spaced down the paper. Each child will need one copy.
1 Red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and purple crayons for each child
1 A ¢ h scissbré fer each student
1 Optional: a large colored rainbow to display in the room.

Goal Statement
Students will learn to read three Dolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Children should review the Rainbow Song.
makes the rainbow bright. o

=1
bl

Anticipatory Set

The teacher should say, AHave you ever seen
answerthequestin and descri be rainbows they have se
going to |l earn to read three sight words, b u
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Instruction

Write the three Dolch words you have chosen for the lesson on the board in large lette
Ask the children if they recognize the first word. Help them sound out the letters.
Explain any sounds that are irregular. Tell them that many sight words have to be
memorized and that is their goal for these three words.

Guided Practice
Tell thestudents to get out their crayons.
Pass out the dittoes.

Have the children trace the first word six times, once with each color of the rainbow
red, orange, yellow, green, blue, purple. Do it as a giragelling and reading the word
as they trace itAs they trace the word on top of the letters you printed on the ditto, a
rainbow will form.

Follow this procedure with all three words.
Have the students cut across their papers to create three word strips.

Independent Practice
Have the students usesthword strips to practice reading the words.

Closure
Ask several students to read the three Dolch words as you point to them on the board.
Have the class read the words several times as you randomly point to the words.

Review

Have the students taklee words home and practice reading them, as well as write two
sentences using each wdod homework (Kindergarteners will not be expected to write
the sentences.)

Create a class book when the students return their homework with their sentences.
Choo® the most interesting sentences for the class book, espéuiséythat can be
illustrated.

Around the World (Activity #7)
Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Around The World Reading
Gradedl, 2, and 3
Materials Needed

T On3 0 boeardsSumg a black felt pen, prirbolch words in large letters, one
word per card. Rubber band the cards togetAdd new Dolch words as they
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are introduced to the students. Many teachers keep a separate set of word cards
for each reading group.

Goal Statement
Students willread Dolch words

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
To play this game, students should be able to read at least 10 Dolch words.

Anticipatory Set

The t eac he iTodayhve ard gdingdoghay, a néw reading game called Around
the Worl d. It is a lot of fun!o
Instruction

Introduce any new Dolch words to the students.

Guided Practice
Around the World is played in a readiggpup or group of students sittingghairs ina
circle around the teacher. Five to 10 students is an ideal nainstedents

One child stands up behind the chair of the student sitting beside him/her. The teacher

holds up a word card. The first dent of the two to read the card moves on to stand

behind the chair of the next student in the circle. The teacher holds up another card and

the firststudent of those two to readhiioves on to stand behind the next student in the

circle. This continueshroughout the gamdf two students read the word
simultaneously, say, ATieo and show another

Any student who makes it AAround the Worl d, o
and back to his chair withbwmissing a wordhe or shanay choosa studento stand up
andtake the next turn.

Independent Practice
None

Closure
Read the entire set of words all together

Review
Play this game briefly several times per week.
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Dolch Antonyms (Activity #8)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Dolch Antonyms Reading
Gradesdl, 2, and 3

Materials Needed
1 Printing paper and pencils
1 On the chalkboard, print the following Dich words vertically.

First Grade Words Second and Third Grade Words
big far

boy before
come under
stop always
up came
here drink
in cold
me first
run found
no day
good off

he start
new these
father bring
cat brother

Cover the words with paper until the instruction part of the lesson begins.

Goal Statement
Students willearn what antonyms are ansge known Dolch sight words as antonyms

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Reviewthe Dolch wordswhich should have been introduced prior to this lesson.

Anticipatory Set

The teacher should say, AHave you ever playe
words that were opposites? For example, one
wouldsayhe opposite, 6col d. 6 Or, one person co
answer o06go. 0 Today we are going to | earn ab
Instruction

are two words t

The teacher says S i S
add and Ohappyo. o

6l oved and O6hatebd
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ACan anyone think of two words that are oppo
the question.

The t eache thats grgayqu daikiddevisdme words thare opposites!
Words that are oppositesealsoc al | ed 06ant onyms. 0

ALet 6s think of an antonym for each of these
chalkboard.) Ask the children to think of an antonym for each word and write them on

the board. If they think of a different word than the oised here, and it is correct,

write it on the board too.

For First Graders For Second and Third Graders
Original Word  Antonym Original Word Antonym
big little (small) far near
boy girl before after
come go under over
stop go always never
up down came went
here there drink eat
in out cold hot
me you first last
run walk found lost
no yes day night
good bad off on
he she start stop
new old these those
father mother bring take
cat dog brother sister

Read the word pairs aloud as a group. Tell the students again that they are called
antonyms.Repeat f@mé owgmd &@ften as you teach t he

Guided Practice

Next, hand ouprinting paper and pencilsAsk the sidents if anyone can use one of the
words to make a sentenc@s thestudents think of sentenggsint them on the board as
they print them on their papershen ask if someone else can use the antonym of the
word to make a sentence. Continue this for several pairs of words. Read the sentences
aloud.

Independent Practice

Ask the students to talkeeword and its antonym and make two sentences on their own.
Monitor the students as they write, giving help as needed.

Let them continue until you are almost out of time for the lesson.

Closure
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Ask several students to read their sentences aloud.

Review
Assign specific antonyms to use in sentences for homework.

Create a matching words game for your <cl assrtr

can l® matched to their antonyms&tore the game in a manila envelope or small box.

Dolch HomophonedqActivity #9)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Dolch Homophones Reading
Grades &and 3

Materials Needed

1 Chooseoneof these sets of Dolch word homophones and print the vaords 5 0

by 8 ¢ a tad soarastrips using a black felt perfor, four, fore no, know

to, two, toq be, bee knew, new by, buy bye right, write, rite their, there,
t h e yegertevould, wood You will need 3 cards of each word in the set you choose.
Note: My advice is to teach only one set of homophones at a time to avoid confusing the
children.

1 Tape

1 Sentences written on the chalkboard (see below).

1 Ditto for each student with sentences appropriate to the set of words you.choose

1 A pencil for each sident.

Goal Statement
Students willearn what homophones are and how toarseset oDolch homophones
correctly.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Review reading the Dolchomophonevords, which should have been introduced prior
to this lesson.

Anticipatory Set

The t eacheiTodayhve haved chslleange. Eriglish can be a difficult language.
Sometimes, in English, there are words thahslaexactly the same, but have different
meanings and spellings. These words have to be used carefully when we write stories to
make sure that we use them correctly. Today we are going to learn to use one set of these
words, which areocalled 6homophones. 0

Instruction
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21 Dolch Sight Word Activities

The teacher say8, H o mo p hre twamrsthreewords that have completely different

meanings and are spelled differently, but sound exactly the sdmed you ever seen
homophones, |like 6édmaded and 06 nyadurnddhe o (Write
same, but Omaiddé means a person who cl eans h
object. o

AAnot her set of homophones is O0seed and O0sea
the ocean and the other means to look at something. These ar¢habate
homophones. There are hundreds of homophone

ave you ever seen the words O6greatd and 6gd
e homophones. What does 6égreatd mean?o C
What rattesd 6mean?o Call on anoifihkeeyshadent
fferent meanings and spellings, but they s

D.::zm =t

AToday, we are going to | ear Writethemdnthenop hone s
board.)

(Note: The other homophones should be taught in a similar mand#éferent timesthis
set of homophones is so often confused by children and adults alike that | chose them for
this lesson.)

Instruction

The teachersay8f he f i rst homophone today is o6their.
people own something, for exampléheir dog ran awayOr, It was their idea to have a

carnival 0

The teachersay§, The second shaomdhphaenod 060Thered i s us:
For exampl eTherdis ntyoawlpar ofsleogd A | am saying that

of shoes is i n a pl aboenawentltdsehdoltideteiner e. 6 | co
Californa 6 And | would be referring to a place w
AiMe word &éthered al so i Fherewiledateshtamorrow® say t h
Or Ther@ was rain on Mondayo And then it means that some

going to happen. o

The teachersay§, The t hird homophone 06t oidsaya icso nottrhaecytoir

i s two words put together. The two words ar
together, they make the contraction Otheyore
This homophone woul dT ey Grroé thg fai tomemw e nce | i ke
Ol will be nice or .twhdgy droau mcatn gquosien g hteo woir
in a sentence, then you can substitute the w

how you coul d use t hreedwoirnd st hootshee yt waor esde notre noct

AHer e ar e stllatmeedse @ambphonesevs are studying today.
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21 Dolch Sight Word Activities

Have these sentences written on the board:

is my best friend, Michael.

My dog grabbed ball and ran away with it.

Jon awl Jenny are mbest friends. so kind.

are 30 children in my class.

The teacher gave them grades on the last day of school.

| will give my friends each a cookie and going to give me treats, to

It was last time to go swimming that summer.

| must hurry to get before the bell rings.

planning to go to the playground.

Put the word cards (or strips) on the chalk tray for the children to choose.

Read the first sentence and ask if anyone can choose a homophone card to go in the
blank. If the child you call on chooses the correct homophone, ask him or her to tell why

he or she chose that homophone. (You may have to help the child explaingr e

chose the wrong homophone, explain why it is wrong and ask the child to choose one of
the others. Tape the correct choice in place in the sentence. Then, have the class read the
sentence. Stress that any of the homophones would sound O.K. kbegusésound

the same, but the correctly spelled homophone must be chosen.

Do the same with each sentence.

Guided Practice

Next, hand otithe ditta Choose a student to read each sentalmed. Ask which
homophone should go in the blank. Instrihet students to write the homophones in the
blanks.

The Ditto
At the top of the ditto, print the homophone
Sentences for this ditto:

1. Mother went over to pick flowers.
2. going to go shopggoday.
3. The children had to pick up toys.

Copyright© 2008MrsPerkins.com 19



21 Dolch Sight Word Activities

4 . Adamés birthday is Friday and _
5. was a lot of snow this year.
6. Jason wanted to play game, but hetdidow how.

Independent Practice
Create another ditto similar to the one above for the children to complete during seat
work time.

Closure
Ask threestuden s t o expl ain when you use 6there, 6 O

Review
For homework, eate a thirdlitto with sentenes that neethe homophones in this
lesson Children should be required to fill in missing words with the homophones.

Create a Story (Activity #10)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Create a Story Realing
Grades 1, 2, and 3

Materials Needed
9 List of Dolch words you want the children to use or a list of all the Dolch words,
including the nouns.
1 Printing paper
1 Pencils

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words and create a story with them.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students should be able to read at least 20 Dolch words, including some nouns.

Anticipatory Set
The teacher s honefothgte wriye storiésiusird) aight weres. Jou can
make your story serious or funny.o

Instruction
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21 Dolch Sight Word Activities

Tell the students you are going to write the first story together. Hand out a list of Dolch
words to each student.

Put a title for the story on the bdarchoose any title you think is appropriate, such as:
My Favorite PetA Trip to the Park; The Big Red Dpgive Brown Bears; My Best
Friends;Silly SentencesThe Party; Down on the Farm; The Ball Game; Santa Claus
Lives at my House; Animalgtc. Ask sudents to look at the Dolch words and use them
to make a sentence to start the story. Write it on the chalkboard. Continue to ask
students to createstences as the story develofizreate four to seven sentences.

Guided Practice
Hand out printing pagr and pencils.

Tell the students they will work in pairs to create stories using the Dolch sight words.
Monitor and help the students as they work. Encourage them to illustrate their stories, if
possible. Some students may have problems decidingtopia to write about; provide

some titles on the board that they may choose from, if they wish.

Independent Practice
Assign students to write a short Dolch word story for seatwork.

Closure
Have several students read their stories aloud.

Review
Assignstudents to write a short Dolch word story for homework.

Replace A Word (Activity #11)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Replace A Word Reading
Grades 1, 2, and 3

Materials Needed
1 List of Dolch words you want the chilein to use or a list of all the Dolch words,
including the nouns.

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words and use them in sentences.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Revious Skills
Students should be able to read at least 20 Dolch words, including some nouns.
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Anticipatory Set
The teacher should say, fniToday we are going
use the sight words in sentences | will write ondhe ar d . 0

Instruction
Tell the students you are going to write a sentence on the board. Hand out a list of Dolch
words to each student.

Print this sentence on the board. AThe | i tt
students if they can find a sighbvd on the list that will make sense in the blank. They
may say fidogo or fAcato or Ahouse. oo Ask the

make sense in the sentence. After each word, ask the students to read the sentence aloud.

Then, printthisent ence fAWe | i ke to play
use two words to fill in the blankdkead the sentence aloud.

Guided Practice
Continue on in this manner, using these sentencesntences you create yourself:

| like to run and in the park.
The flowers in thegarden are .
chickens live on the farm.

My house is .
The children go the table.
Mother and Father will and

Independent Practice
Assign students to write several Dolch sentences themselves.

Closure
Have several students read their sentences aloud.

Review
Assign students to write some Dolch sentences for homework.

Trade A Word (Activity #1 2)
LessonTitle/Subject/Grade Level
TradeA Word Reading
Grades 1 and 2
Materials Needed

9 Dolchwordspr i nted in | arge print on cards (50
student to have one
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Goal Statement
Students will read Dolctvords

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students isould be able to read at lea$t Rolch words

Anticipatory Set
The teacher s h catelganhgospiaya ganie Tallatl argde W ¥ord. You
will get a word card and as&k to trade it wit

Instruction
Pass out a word card to each student. Call on one student at a time to come to the front of
the class and say, Al want to towmde_

(his card) (another studentods car (
The students should trade cards.

The student should do this 3 times and then pick another student to take his place.

Guided Practice
Continue on in this nmneruntil all students have had a turn. Alternately, a student

Ancall erd can come to the front of the c¢cl ass
(name a card)
0 The two students call ed

(name another card)

Independent Practice
Assign students to groups and continue playing.

Closure
Collect all the cards and use as flash cards for the class to read as a group.

Review
Play the game once a month.
Chance (Activity #13)
Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Chance Reading

Grades 1, 2, 3

Materials Needed
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21 Dolch Sight Word Activities
1 Dol ch words printed in | arge print on car
1 A box big enough to hold the upside down word cards

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard foonsadhe lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students should be able to read at least 20 Dolch words.

Anticipatory Set

The teacher should say, fAl have a game for vy
game, | will call on one of you to come teetfront of the class and pullsight word

cards from this box. After you read the 3 words, you will choose the next person to take
a turn.o

Instruction

Call on one person to come to the front of the class and choose 3 word cards from the
box.

The studenshould read the 3 wor@sd then pick another student to take his place.

If a student cannot read a word, tell him the word and place the card aside.

Place the words read correctly aside also.

Guided Practice

Continue on in this mannentil all students have had a turn. If the word cards are all
placed aside before the game is finished, mix them up and replace them in the box.

Independent Practice
None

Closure
Use the cards as flash cards for the class to read as a group.

Review
Play thegame once a month.

Riddles (Activity #14)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Riddles Reading

Copyright© 2008MrsPerkins.com 24



21 Dolch Sight Word Activities

Grades 1, 2, 3

Materials Needed
1 Large chart of the Dolch words, especially the nouns
1 Some riddles n@e up by the teachdo use during the lesson
1 A ditto for each student with two riddles on it
1 Pencils

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Studentsisould be able to read at least26lch words.

Anticipatory Set

Theteachershul d savy, i | tbay teday It i ealied Riddledn this s
game, | willread a riddle to you one line at a time. Afterteligce, someone will try to
guess the sight word the riddle is about

Instruction
Fasten the chart of Dolch words to the chalkboard.

Read this riddle one line at a time. Choose a ditket each lingo try to guess the sight
word being talked abounithe riddle.

Al am something you see all the tie.

Al am redo
fiYou can make a pie with nte.
AYou can eat me. 0 (Appl e)

Guided Practice
Continue on in this mannentil all the riddles have been solveBome sample riddles:

Al am a hamasuallgnamiall. | can be black, brown, red, yellow, or white. 1 live

on a far m. | go O6cluck, cluck. o

AEveryone has two of me. |l am part of your
you see. o0

Al am a word that detlsttalls hovesemething lookssl.canbd am a
used to describe people or things. I am t he
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~

Al am a col or . |l am not a primary col or. I
color of grass and | eaves. 0

Independent Practice
Give the students a pencil and the ditto with two riddles on it for them to solve.

Closure
Call ontwo students to read the riddles on their paper and give the answers to the riddles

Review
Send some Dah word riddles home to solve fbomework

Scrambled Sentences (Activity #3)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Scrambled Sentences Reading
Grades 1, 2, and 3

Materials Needed
T Dol ch word cards for the sentences bel ow,
index cardspne per card: (It is fine to make any sentences you wish using
appropriate Dolch words for your grade level.)
The chicken sits on a nest.
Give me six small apples.
The bears sleep near the fire where it is warm.

1 Tape

1 A ditto for each studenwith 5 scramled sentences. Each sentence should be
followed by a blank line on which to unscramble it.

1 Pencilsand printing paper for each student

Goal Statement
Studerns will read Dolch words andrrange them in sentences.

State Standard Addressed
In this sectionthe teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students should be able to read the Dolch words in the lesson.

Anticipatory Set

The teacher should say, AnToday wewldre going
unscramble some mixagps ent ences . O
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Instruction
Tape the Dolch words for the first sentence on the chalkboard. Mix up the words so they
do not make a sentence.

Have the students read the words aloud. Choose students to try to unscramble the
sertence, either all at once or word by wors they do so, rearrange the words on the
board to make the sentence.

Continue until all three sentences have been unscrambled.

Guided Practice
Assign each student a partner with whom to work.

Give each pairfostudents a ditto. Tell them to work together to unscramble the
sentences and write them on the paper below the ruipesgntences.

Monitor and assist the students as they work.

Independent Practice
Assign students to write severalxed-up Dolch sentaces themselvesThen, have them
trade papers with a partner -wpsahtencesy t o rearr

Closure
Havestudentsead thesentences aloud.

Review
Assign students to rearrangememixed-up Dolch sentences for homework.

Picture/Phrase Match (Activity #16)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Picture/Phrase Match Reading
Grades 1, 2, and 3

Materials Needed

1 Pictures of Dolch nouns/adjectives/adverbs and verbs cut from magazines or
drawnsimply using stick figures and simple line drawind@draw or glue the
pictures ont otagdaoardargs. baminatertheére. XThecershould be
enough cards for ¥ the class to have one.

91 Dolch words or phrases to describe the pictures. Printammele on a 30 by 5¢
and laminate the cards. There should be enough cards for the other %2 of the class
to have one.
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Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words and/or phrases and match them to pictures.

State Standard Addressed
In this section,he teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students stuld be able to read at least ¥ of the Dolch words used in the.|es&swds
they cannot read yet, they will figure out based on the picture cards.

Anticipatory Set
The teacher should say, fAToday wearare going
going to play a whole class matching gaine.

Instruction

Tell the students you are goinggdive each student a card with either a sight word on it
or a pcture. (Use single words for first graders and single words and word phrases for
second and third graders.) Hand out the cards.

Tell the students they must find the card that matches theirs, one picture will be matched
to one word or phrase card. Whéey find their match, they should stand beside the
person who has the matching card. When all students have found their match, the game
is over.

Guided Practice
Continue on as above, collecting and mixing up the cards after each game, then
redistributng them and playing again.

Independent Practice
Put the cards in a decorated box or manila envelope to use as a game.

Closure

Pass out the cards one more time and have each student with a word card stand and read
the word. The student who has the matgtpicture must collect both cards and give

them to the teacher.

Review

Create a ditto with simple line drawings. Print Dolch words or phrases at the bottom of
the ditto that match the drawings. For homework, students must write the correct word or
phrase underneath each picture.

Bingo (Activity #17)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Bingo Reading
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Grades 2 and 3

Materials Needed

List or chartof Dolch words you want the children to use
Pencils
10 graph paper, cut into

squares 50 acros
Dry beans for markers or 10 squares of <co
A plastic lid or sandwich bag for each student
Teacher will need a clipboard with paper and a pencil or pen
Onthe chalkboard, make a large BINGO grid 5 squares across by 6 squares down

Small BINGO prizes (see below for suggestions)

=4 =4 =4 -8 _8_9_9_-2

Goal Statement
Students will recognizBolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state starfdauded on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students should be able to read at least 15 Dolch words.

Anticipatory Set

The teacher should say, fAiToday we are going
even have some | it trhightbe M&Mseswall érasers, stickerd, & (Pri
certificate to be line leader for a day, a pieteatored chalkpr small candiesr

raisins)

Instruction

Pass out the pencils and graph paper. Tape the chart of Dolch words to the chalkboard

near the BINGQyrid you drew.

Show the students how to print AB |I N G 00 o

the top row of squares, by demonstrating how to do it on your chalkboard grid.

Show the students how to write tcards. word AFRE
Tell the students toeatlyprint a different Dolch sight word in each square of their

BINGO card. They can use the word list on the board for words to cagyl.them their

card must be different from the cards of the students near them.

Studmt s who finish first can pass out the beal
can be kept from falling on the floor by placing thenpliastic lids or inexpensive plastic

sandwich bags.

When the cards are done, collect them, mix them up, addtrédoute one to each student
(not the one he or she made). Explain the game if the students have never played it.
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Tell the students to mark their AFREEO space

To play the game, the teacher calls words at random, using the Dolch word list, for

example: fidogp ficarryp fichairp etc. As she calls a word, she writesritheer clipboard

so she can chectke winning card.There is no need to say the letters in the word

ABlI NGO, 6 just <call a word, which can be | oca
word is called, the students mark it with a marker.

When a student has marked a full row across, down, or diagonally, he or she calls out
ABlI NGO. 0 The teacher checks the card for ac
called and awards a prize.

Guided Practice
Continue on in this manngplaying several games and trading cards after each one to
maximize reading practice.

Independent Practice
None

Closure
Have each winning studergad their winning row aloud

Review
Collect and laminate the cards fater use.

Dolch Reading Books (Activity #B)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Dolch Reading Books Reading
Grades K, 1,2, and 3

Materials Needed
1 As many books containirigolch reading words as you can find. Sexeéhd of
this lesson for a list. Or, make your own simple reading books using Dolch
words.Cut out pictures from chil dreatds magaz
new paper sheets, and addt using Dolch words. Stapte bind the sheets
together imo books. Classmade books can also be used.

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words in context.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.
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Review Previous Skills
Students should k&ble to read at least a few Dolch words.

Anticipatory Set
Introduce the class to th®oks by reading a few to them.

Instruction
Continue to teach the class new Dolch words.

Tell the students the Dolakord readers will be placed in the class libranytfeem to
read when they have free time.

Guided Practice
Use the Dolch readers occasionally in reading groups for the children to read.

Independent Practice
Put asmany Dolch readers as possible in your classroom library.

Closure
None

Review
See indepadent practice.

A Partial List of Dolch Readers

Dolch, EdwardMore True Dog Stories: A Dolch Classic Basic Reading Book
Dolch, EdwardTrue Horse Stories: A Dolch Classic Basic Reading Book

Dolch, Edward an@olch, Marguerite Big, Bigger, BiggestA First Reading Book
Eastman, P.DGo, Day. Go!

Eastman, P.DAre You My Mother?

Lee, Betsy B.A Funny Dolch Word Book #1: Stories, Poems, Word Search Puzzles
Lee, Betsy B.A Funny Dolch Words Book #2: Stories, Poems, Fables, Sight Word
Searches

Lee, Betsy B.A Funny Dolch Words Book #3: Sies, Fables, Sight Word Searches
Lee, Betsy B.Albert, The Appleeating Appaloosa

LeSieg, Theq.Ten Apples Up On Top!

Lopshire, Robertl, Want to Be Somebody New!

McClintock, Mike, A Fly Went By!

Seuss, Dr.Green Eggs and Ham

Seuss, Dr.One FishTwo Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish

Seuss, Dr.The Cat In The Hat

Seuss, Dr.JThe Cat In The Hat Comes Back

Why Ca n 6Bnglidh RdvényEQucational Servic&nlinenglish.net
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POW! (Activity #19)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Pow! Reading
Gradesdl, 2, and 3

Materials Needed

f Laminated 30 by 506cards with Dolch words
T 7l aminated 30 by 50 cards with the word
T 5laminated 30 by 50 waudstwibhb phenweddsn
T 5 laminated 30 by 50 cards with the words
1 A 3 pound, decorated empty coffee can

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites tate standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students should be able to read at least 15 Dolch words.

Anticipatory Set

AToday we are going to play a game <called AF
word, you keep the cardlhe person with the most cards at thd ef the game wins.
Youhave to give all your cards back i f you ge

to losea turn or take another turifiyou get a card that tells you to do one of those

Instruction

Mix up the cards andupthem all in thecan. In turn, each studemicks a card and reads

it out louwd. If he is correct he can kedipe card, and it is the next studetiisn. The

object is to have thmost cads at the end of the game. "POWwritten on some cards.

When a student chooses APOW!I 0 he had to read
his cards back in the cai\ student may have to lose his turn or take another turn if he

pulls one of those cards. There willlbes of laudning and anybogican win,not just the

best reader, because of the element of chance in the game. The game ends when all cards

are gone.

Guided Practice
Play several gamée maximize reading practice.

Independent Practice
The students can play the gathging free time.

Closure
Give a small prize to the winnems sticker works great.
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Review
Play the game weekly.

Snatch A Card (Activity # 20)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Snatch A Card Reading
Gradedl, 2, and 3(Played in small groups of students with the teacher)

Materials Needed
Laminated 30 by 50cards with Dolch words pri

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, théeacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Students sbuld be able to read at least6Ilch words.

Anticipatory Set

AToday gwe ngr ¢ o p | aSnatch A Gaadndie thicgarhel ifeyou can
snatch a card angad a sight word, you keep the card. The person with the mostatard
the end of the game wirns.

Instruction
This is a very simple activity done in small groups.
Mix up and put all of the word cards face down on the table and tler siem around
on the table top with your hands, saying "Snatch a card, snatch a card, snatch a card
oand name a chil d. He or she has to
the rotating cards. If th&tudent can read the word, he or kbeps the card. If the
student can't read it, everyone reads it and it goes back into the pot. Students love this!
When you get to the last couple of cards, keep moving the caxddyganwvay so they are
harder tagrab. The one with the most cards whim@ie gone is the winner.

Guided Practice
Play several gass to maximize reading practice.

Independent Practice
None

Closure
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Have the students lay out their cards and read them all; then everyone passes cards to the
right and they read the new oneson@inue until everyone has read every card. That way
everyone has practiced all of them.

Review
Play the game often

Apple Picking (Activity #21)

Lesson Title/Subject/Grade Level
Apple Picking Reading
Grades K, 1

Materials Needed

1 Chart paper otag boardvith a large tree drawn on it, laminated and taped to the
chalkboard

1 PrintDolch wods you wanthe children to practicen apples cut frortaminated
red construction paper; use the masking tape to tape the apples on the tree. Create
a lot of appés; it is O.K. to duplicate/ords.

1 A basket

1 Masking tape

1 Real apples sliced into 6 pieces each (enough for each child to have one piece)

Goal Statement
Students will read Dolch words.

State Standard Addressed
In this section, the teacher cites the state standard focused on in the lesson.

Review Previous Skills
Review a few Dolch words before playing the game.

Anticipatory Set

The teacher awoarelgdingsgeoy ,a pipllceed pi cki ng! o

Instruction

The teacher should say, fADid you know that a
apple tree and on each apple i s a word. We

Choose a child to come to the front of the class. Give the student the basket and tell him
or her tofipickd  ( r etwooappéedrom the treeand read the wordddave the child

put the apples in the basket. Then, ask the student tamgptker childhe basket. That

child comes to the front do#ise same.

Continue on in this manner undéll thea p pl es hpeckedd been 0
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Guided Practice
Play several games, replacing the apples on the tree before starting a new game.

Independent Practice
None

Closure
Give each child an apple slice to eat.

Review
Play the game frequently, adding apples as new words are learned.

Copyright© 2008MrsPerkins.com 35



